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From the time of writing this to the newsletter being 

published and read I will have driven to Cromwell, 

mountain biked part of the Central Otago Rail Trail 

and sailed a yacht on Lake Dunstan, this all being part 

of the Year 8 camp based around Cromwell.  The first 

of the next two days will see the year 8’s spending 

time in Arrowtown, Queenstown and the second 

boating on Lake Benmore, thanks to the generosity of 

our parents who have boats. The Year 7 camp at 

Wainui is equally as diverse, enjoyable and challenging.   

 

Acacia syndicate last week enjoyed a fantastic few days of challenging 

activities that include serious rock climbing and abseiling.  Their week 

culminated in a raft building activity at Caroline Bay.  My thanks to the many 

parents who helped out with the Year 5 and 6’s and those who will be joining 

the year 7 and 8’s this week.  Your help is both required and appreciated. 

 

Many have said to me in recent years ‘School was never this good in my day’ 

and yes, I would have to agree.  Our students are very fortunate to have 

many opportunities available to them and parents willing and able to support 

these.  It is important that our children appreciate all that is provided for them 

by not forgetting to thank their teachers and parents. Like you I’m sure, our 

satisfaction comes from witnessing their 

enjoyment, sense of accomplishment 

and a determination to be an active 

participant in life. 

 

While it still feels like normal term time at 

present the next school newsletter will be 

written in week 5 and then only 2 ½ 

week will remain in the academic year. 

 

We look forward to all the other end of 

year activities. 

  

Dave Hawkey 

Principal

We received the following letter from the 
Oamaru Garrison Band that we would like to 
share with you, on a visit the Grantlea Downs 
School Brass Band made to them in 
September. 
 



 
NEW STUDENTS 

We welcome Zi Hao Kuang and Jett Davis and their 
families to Grantlea Downs School in the past fortnight. 

 

THANKS 

Our thanks to Bronwyn Shimmin who was one of our 
resident artists during art week.  Brownyn started the day 
with a blank canvas and during the course of the day a 
truly magic South Canterbury high Country scene 
emerged. 

Bronwyn donated the painting to the school and it was 
auctioned on the Thursday night, raising over $400 for 
the school art budget. 

Thank you Brownyn for your generosity. 

 

Kirsten Hullen has just completed a large number of 
cultural boards for the school hall which we will have in 
place either this term or early in the New Year.  Kirsten 
has made a fantastic job of these for which we are most 
grateful. 

 

Thank you to the following parents who have volunteered 
to supervise the pedestrian crossing this term. 

Tracy Day-Brown, Kay Gregory, Pip Fosbender, Nicola Bell 
and Natasha Coyle.   

 

Thanks to Deidre Beecroft for the donation of a huge 
trailer of wood, which has been raffled to raise money for 
the senior camps. 

 

Thanks to Stuart Dellow for all his work in preparing the 
school pool ready for the forthcoming swimming season.  
Stuart has water blasted and painted the pool.  It is now 
full and nearly ready for use. 

 

STAFF MATTERS 

Bronwyn Chapman, our long time dental nurse has 
announced her retirement after 41 years of working for 
the school dental service.  We will acknowledge her 
service to the school in a low key way as per her request, 
but it is pertinent that you as parents are also aware of 
her decision.  

 

STUDENT SUCCESS  
MATHS EXAM 

Two students have achieved a ‘Credit’ pass in the 
Australasian Maths Exam.  This means they are in the top 

25% of all those who sat this exam throughout 
Australasia. 

Congratulations to: 

Lawrence Chapman Year 5 
Tracey Ellis  Year 7 

 

CRICKET 

Congratulations to Reon Keenan and the school’s first XI.  
For the first time we have entered a team in the A grade 
competition and are the only school in Timaru to have a 
cricket team in this competition.  Reon, along with Mrs 
Bernie Leonard started cricket off at school in 2006 with 
only one C grade team.  Now 5 years on we have 4 teams 
including the A grade side. 

 

REMINDERS 
SUN HATS - Are compulsory at school this term. 

 

HAIR 

Rats tails and/or tuffs are not allowed as part of our 
Uniform Policy which all parents have agreed to abide by 
as part of the enrolment form process. 

Unfortunately this time of the year there seems to be an 
increase of children having headlice.  Please also check 
your child’s hair regularly.   

 

SCHOOL TROPHIES 

Thanks to the majority who have returned these.  If you 
haven’t, please do so. 

Thank you. 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB 

Order forms will be sent home this week.  
Orders are due back tomorrow, 

Thursday  10th November. 
Please make cheques payable to 
Scholastic. 

 

 

WOOD RAFFLE RESULT 

Congratulations to Lisa Smallridge who was the winner of 
the firewood raffle drawn on Friday at the school 
assembly. 

 

BUS LIGHTS 

Additional signage and flashing lights have been fitted to 
our bus.  These are activated prior to and while the bus is 



stopped.  The behavior of passing motorists has been 
greatly improved with most now realizing that they must 
slow down to 20 kmph. 

 

SWIMMING  

Senior Swimming starts on Week 4, Monday 14 
November 

Junior Swimming starts on Week 5, Monday 21 
November 

 

HERITAGE – SCHOOL PHOTOS 

The first orders with money were sent to 
Heritage at the end of Term 3.  These 
have now been returned to school and 
all students who ordered last term 
have received these back. 

Our final order was sent through last week and these will 
take approximately 4-5 weeks to be returned.  Therefore 
they will be back near the end of the school term. 

 

FINANCE 
The following payments are now due into the school 
office – in a NAMED envelope with Room Number on it. 

Some Technology Fees are still outstanding which 
means they are well overdue.  Payment needs to be 
made IMMEDIATELY. 

 

Swimming fees for term four – Rooms 9-14, are $22 
for the eldest child and $17 for siblings.  These are 
now payable at the school office. 

 
 

OUT OF ZONE ENROLMENTS TERM 1, 2012 

Applications for Out of Zone places are now being invited 
for students who will become eligible for enrolment for 
Term 1, 2012. 
Application forms are available at the school office. 
The deadline for receipt of applications for Term 1, 2012 
Out of Zone places, is 3.00pm Friday 9 December 2011. 
If the applications received exceeds the number of 
places available students will be selected by ballot. 
Applicants will be informed in writing of the outcome  
within three school days of the ballot being held. 

 
Jan Dawson 
Chairperson 
 

HOME AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE THANK YOU 

To all parents, grandparents, carers, students and staff, 
on behalf of the committee we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for all your help and 
contributions over the year for the following: 
Wheelathon, Cheese Roll, and Car Boot Sale.  Without 
your help in fundraising we would not have achieved the 
following:  Tennis Nets, kitchen cups, books for boys, 
table tennis tables, hall of fame, integrated studies (Lego), 

edge trimmer, 
power to PE 
Shed, grandstand 
Cricket (to be 
built), pens to 
year 8 leavers to 
name but a few.  
Thank you for 
contribution of 
tea, coffee, sauce 
etc.  Look 
forward to your 
support next 
year. 

 



 

 

ANNUAL ATHLETICS SPORTS 
Friday 18

th
 November 2011  

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
You are invited to the Annual Grantlea Downs Athletics Sports for students aged 8 and over on January 1, 2011.  The sports 
will be held at school, next Friday 18th November (postponement date to be advised). 
 
The day’s order of events is listed over the page. 
 
About the “Standards Events” 
The “Standards Athletics Sports” that your child will be competing in is designed to have each child compete against 
prearranged standards, but it also accommodates those who excel and are more competitive.  In standards events students 
are competing to a standard rather than just against other students.  Each child will score 1, 2 or 3 for every event.  All those 
achieving a 3 will then compete for a 1st, 2nd or 3rd placing. 
 
The athletics sports is also an Interhouse sports competition with a shield up for grabs. The winning house will be decided 
by all the students’ individual points being added together.  The students are required to dress in the colour of their house 
as this promotes house spirit and competition.  

 
 

 
 
Your child will need the following: 
V Students are required to wear shorts, not track pants.  
V All students must wear both sunscreen and a sunhat.   
V They will need a drink bottle to ensure they drink plenty of water throughout the day. 
V Students will need warm clothing for between events or if the weather changes. 
V Postponement will be announced on Port FM.   

(Please do not ring the radio station) 
 
*** URGENT:  We will require parents to help out on the day.  This would simply involve assisting teachers with placings, 
measuring and recording results - if you are interested in helping us run this event successfully please fill in the slip below 
and return to Room 10 or the office.*** 
 
Michelle Bray 
Sports Coordinator 
 
 
 

 
RETURN SLIP (Please return to Michelle Bray in Room 10 or the office) 

Athletics Sports 
 

I am able to help at the athletics sports on Friday 18th November    YES/NO 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________   Phone: ______________________________ 
 
Child’s Name: ________________________________   Best time to ring: ______________________ 
 

Jellicoe – Green  Gould – Blue  Grant – Red   Evans - Yellow 



'ÒÁÎÔÌÅÁ $Ï×ÎÓ !ÔÈÌÅÔÉÃÓ 3ÐÏÒÔÓ 
&ÒÉÄÁÙ ρψÔÈ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ ςπρρ 

The day’s programme is: 
 
  9:30am Round 1 
10:05am Round 2 
10:40 –10:55am  BREAK 
10:55am Round 3 
11:30am Sprints – 100m 
12:20 - 1:05pm ***LUNCH (you are welcome to join your child for lunch) 
1:10pm Round 4 
1:45pm Round 5 
2:20pm Pack up gear  
2:30pm Relays  
 

*** LUNCH – The canteen will be able to supply lunches for parents as well as children. Simply send in your order in a 
named envelope with your child at the beginning of the day. *** 

 
 
ROUNDS 
High Jump  (H J) 
Long Jump  (L J) 
Softball Throw  (S) 
200 metres  (200) 
Hurdles  (H) 
 
                                                       ORDER OF EVENTS 

 

 Time Under  
9 

Under 10 Under 11 Under 12 Over  
12 

Round 1   9:30am L J H J 200 S H 

Round 2 10:05am 200 S H L J H J 

Round 3 10:55am H L J H J 200 S 

Round 4   1:10pm H J 200 S H L J 

Round 5   1:45pm S H L J H J 200 

 

Important Note: 

The SC Athletics Sports age groups are Under 9, Under 11 and 11 & Over.  Therefore the U10 students 

are competing against the U11 students and the U12 students are competing with the O12 students for a 

place in the school SC athletics team. 

 



 

 

 

                                          
Junior Athletic Sports 

(Including Opihi, Waipopo students who are under 8 years as at 1 January 2011) 
Monday 14 November 2011  

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Just a note to explain the programme for our Junior Athletics Sports. We look forward to seeing you 
there. You are very welcome to bring a picnic lunch to share with your child on the bank. Parents are 
welcome to order lunch from the canteen. Orders must be placed in your childõs lunch order box in their 
classroom by 9.00am. 
 
We will be starting at 10.30am with a rotation of 8 stations.  
We  will stop at approximately 12.00 for lunch and then resume  at 1.00pm to finish with the sprints and 
relays.   
 
All children must stay for the duration of the sprints and relays. If there is an early finish children may 
only leave with their parents, once they have been dismissed by their teacher from the classroom. This is 
for safety reasons. 
 
Postponement Information  
Postponement date: Wednesday 16  November 2011 
 
Please listen to the cancellation notices at 7.30am and 8am on either Port FM or Classic Hits 99FM if the 
weather is unsettled.  We encourage you to listen to the radio station rather than ring the  school office. 
(Please do not ring the radio station) 
 
Please ensure your child has the following 
 

 Drink bottle  

 School  Sunhat ð this is essential 

 Sunscreen 

 Warm clothing  
 
Please note ð All children are to wear their school uniform of shorts and tops  ( as the children will be 
taking part in high jump, long jump, sprints  and hurdles)  
 
 
Thanks  
Raewyn Guise, Karin Cartwright , Linda Sutherland, Allison Ford, Lynda Robertson, Sally Finlayson 
Karen Parker 
 
Swimming for Rooms 1 - 8 will begin in Week 4  after the Athletic Demonstration weather permitting). 
Please ensure your child has named togs, a towel and a bag to put them in every day. Also all other 
clothing including underwear must be clearly named.  



 





 

 

Text Bullying and Internet Safety  
Text bullying happens when someone is mean to you by text.  Text 
bully messages might be rude, scary, mean, or just something weird 
that makes you feel a bit gross or uncomfortable. 
Always tell an adult that you trust (like a parent or teacher) if you 
ever get any texts that are mean, rude or that make you feel gross.  
9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÔÁÌË ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Å ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÅØÔȟ ÁÎÄ 
they can help stop it from happening again. 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÓÃÁÒÙȟ ÍÅÁÎȟ ÒÕÄÅ ÏÒ ÂÕÌÌÙÉÎÇ ÔÅØÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȟ 
you can report these messages to your mobile phone company or if 
you are with Vodafone you can block that number from texting or 
pxting you yourself. 

How Blacklisting Works  
To blacklist a malicious sender, a phone user simply sends Blacklist 
Add (number) to 713 from then on, the system ensures no further 
TXTS are delivered from that originating number.  
Vodafone reminds customers who are concerned or upset by a 
message they have received to talk to someone they trust.  If the 
messages are threatening take them to the police. 
For more information go to: 
www.vodafone.co.nz/responsible-mobile-use 
For Telecom, TelstraClear and 2degrees 
To make a complaint: 
1. $ÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÐÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÕÍÂÅÒȢ 
2. Make a list of the exact date and time you received at least four 

bullying or harassing messages from that person.  To show that 
the messages are unwanted, the call list can only start from 
when you stopped replying. 

3. For Telecom call 0800 809 806 between 8 am and 5 pm Monday 
to Friday. 
For TelstraClear phone 0800 299 500 
 
For 2 degrees phone 200 from your mobile or 0800 022 0220 
from your landline. 

If the messages include threats to hurt you physically (like threats to 
ȰÇÅÔ ÙÏÕȱ ÏÒ ÐÕÎÃÈ ÙÏÕ ÅÔÃɊ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×Ȣ  3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
messages on your phone.  Show the messages to the police and ask 
to make a formal complaint about receiving threats on a mobile 
phone.  Record your complaint number and contact the Police if 
there are further threats.  

 
Top Class Books for Children (Sally Robins) 

 A feast of High Quality children’s books for sale. 
Picture Story, Fiction, Non-fiction, Prices t suit all from $5 (Age 

range 1-17 years) 
Butler’s Berry Farm Café, (State Highway 1 – Hook/Makihihi) 

Sunday November 13th 10 am – 4.30 pm 
 

Be cool with your kids  

 

There are some fabulous years to be enjoyed 

with your children while they still think you're 

the coolest people to be around! Whatever 

age your kids are at, they'll never be this 

young again, so make the most of every 

opportunity you have to play games, talk, 

and share the big messages that you really 

want them to hear.  

 

If you want to do this in a structured way, t ry 

a family board game night, where there's 

endless scope for both fun and learning ï 

about how to win and lose graciously, how to 

follow the rules, and how to treat your 

competitors along the way.  

 

http://www.vodafone.co.nz/responsible-mobile-use

