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Newsletter No 4
Kia ora Parents/Caregivers,
Thank you to those families who have
contacted us about their positive COVID
results, this helps us monitor the impact it is
having on our school. You are in our
thoughts and we look forward to students
returning to school when they are well, as
per the guidelines below. COVID is definitely
having an impact on our school. This update
gives the latest expectations to identify
COVID symptoms and also when it is safe to
return to school.
What you need to do
• You and your whānau should be
very vigilant about monitoring for
symptoms.
• If any symptoms develop, get tested
immediately.
• Wear a face mask when out and
about.
• Wash hands often with soap for 20
seconds and dry your hands
completely.
• Wash your hands if you have been in
a public place or after blowing your
nose, coughing or sneezing.
• Avoid touching your face, cough or
sneeze into your elbow or cover
your mouth with tissues.
Symptoms of COVID-19
• A new or worsening cough.
• Sneezing and runny nose.
• A fever.
• Temporary loss of smell or altered
sense of taste.
• Sore throat.
• Shortness of breath.

Less common symptoms include diarrhoea,
headache, muscle aches, nausea, vomiting,
malaise, chest pain, abdominal pain, joint
pain, or confusion/irritability.
For more information, go to the Unite
Against COVID-19 website.
If you or someone in your whānau tests
positive for Covid 19
• If you or your child receive a positive
test result the household must
isolate for seven days.
• Household contacts must test on
Day 3 and Day 7.
Returning to school after COVID-19
• Students who test positive for
COVID-19 are not required to selfisolate past seven days, but they
shouldn’t return to school if they are
still feeling unwell.
• Many children will have long-lasting
runny nose and cough after viral
infections. If it is over 10 days since
the onset of the COVID infection and
they are no longer feeling unwell,
they are unlikely to be transmitting
any active COVID infection and can
return to school. However, if they
are continuing to feel unwell or their
symptoms are worsening after 10
days then a GP review is
recommended.
What we’re doing
• We are staying open.
• We are using public health measures
to reduce the risk in our settings,
including masks, physical distancing
and ventilation.
• We have appropriate cleaning
procedures in place.

NEW STUDENTS
We welcome the following students and their
families to Grantlea Downs this week: Declan Flintoft
and Kobe Ng.
Assembly Awards
Principals Awards
Jayda Houia-Tairaki, Monique Legge, Lenny Richards,
Charlie Palmer, Oscar Bennett, Seven Felizardo,
Hunter Hopkinson
Term 1 - Week 5
Ksenia Streltsova, Louis Boakes, Anabelle O’Connor,
Luka Pratley, Brodie Fox, Bailey Young, Khan Wills,
Jorja Flannery, Ali Anderson

Term 1 - Week 6
Jayda Gibson, Nina Richards, Mikayla Rose, Brooklyn
Thomson, Teo Reha-Moki, Abby Thornton, Hazel
McGlinchy, Pyper McGiffert, Charlie Palmer, Kalare
Win
Values Champions – Week 5
Arlo Thornton, Bianca Valentine, Henry Morris,
Lawson Kavanugh, Izabella Simms, Savannah
Annear-Mason, Carter Brown
Values Champions – Week 6
Ayune Greenfield, Harla Brinsdon, Bailee Armstrong,
Manvi Maneesh, Sahara Kleinow, Lavanya Renjith,
Neaka Morris, Chase Thomas, Kyson Taylor, Gabby
Milne

BOT News
On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank the community for your continued support and understanding during these
uncertain covid times. We hope those that have been affected are doing all right and we wish you a speedy recovery and
we look forward to your return.
Recently you will have received an email or letter advising that we are currently holding a by-election for one position on
our Board of Trustees. At our last meeting on 22 February 2022, Wayne Dyche resigned due to his connection with the
school ceasing as his children have now moved on to high school. We would like to thank Wayne for his contribution to
the Board and in particular his work in project managing the development and design of the MeWheels track at Grantlea
Downs School. Due to his resignation the Board now has a position available as per the NZSTA guidelines. This position
will initially be until the end of 2023.
If you are interested in joining the Board and would like to know more about the Board of Trustees and their role, please
don’t hesitate to contact me via email.

For more from the

Errol Johns, Presiding Member (Chairperson) Board of Trustees
doozer318@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
see pages 5 - 11

GRANTLEA DOWNS SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES BY-ELECTION
Nominations are open for the election of one parent representative to the board of trustees.
All eligible voters will receive a nomination form and a notice calling for nominations – you can use this form to
nominate yourself or someone in your community.
If you need more nomination forms, contact the school office.
Nominations close at noon on Thursday 31st March 2022. You may provide a signed candidate statement and
photograph with your nomination.
The electoral roll is held at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours.
As nominations are received, there will be a list of candidates’ names kept at the school up until election day, which
you can view.
Voting closes at 4pm on Tuesday 3rd May 2022.
Shelley Willocks
Returning Officer
BOT - POLICY REVIEW
This year the Health and Safety policies are being reviewed by SchoolDocs. If you wish to view any policy or make
comments on those being reviewed, please follow the instructions below.
1. Visit the website https://grantleadowns.schooldocs.co.nz
2. Enter the username (grantleadowns) and password (grantsroad).
3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed or click on the Quick Links for Parents and Whanau heading on the
left-hand side under the search area.
4. Read the policy.
5. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page.
6. Select the reviewer type "Parent".
7. Enter your name (optional).
8. Submit your ratings and comments.
9. If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a review
form.

Copyright: Except where
stated, the content on the
SchoolDocs site is the
copyright of SchoolDocs
Ltd. It may not be
reproduced without written
permission from SchoolDocs
Ltd

BOT News
Please find below the school policies regarding Concerns and Complaints, these have recently been updated on the SchoolDocs website.

Home Sweet Home Isolation
(An Article by Jenny Hale from The Parenting Place)

Well, here we all are, either just out of isolation, currently in isolation or
awaiting what feels inevitable – our turn to have a household member test
positive or receive the honour ourselves.
A sense of dread is understandable when it comes to self-isolation. We
remember lockdowns and picture ourselves getting reacquainted with the
four walls of our houses, trying to muster up some sort of activity plan to
fill the days.
For some parents, there may be some relief in finding out it’s their turn to
self-isolate. At least it will bring a moment or two of certainty in these
unpredictable times. But for others it will also be a huge disruption and
truth be told, lots of us don’t have much bandwidth left to navigate this.
I’m regularly seeing families in my coaching sessions who are struggling to
balance their workloads and personal anxieties with their desire for a calm
and happy home. Understandably parents are asking questions like how do
we make our homes a safe and fun place for our kids, despite the challenges
around us? How can we show up for our kids when we’re going through our
own struggles? Is it possible or even realistic to turn another
disappointment into something palatable – and if so, how?
Here are a few ideas to help enhance the atmosphere at home while you
juggle family life from the confines of self-isolation.

For the full article go to https://parentingplace.nz/resources/homesweet-home-isolation

COMMUNITY NOTICES

⚽️⚽️⚽️ Northern Hearts Football 2022
Registrations
If your child is keen to play football for Northern Hearts this
season you can find all the details on our Facebook page Northern Hearts AFC Juniors - or contact us
on nheartsjuniors@hotmail.com. Ages 5/6yrs ( this includes
5year olds turning 6yrs this year) to 13yrs.
Registrations need to be completed by the Wednesday 23rd of
March.

