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Tena koutou katoa 
 
Last Friday staff participated in the Timaru Kahui 
Ako (Community of Learning) professional 
development day at Timaru Boys High School. It 
was an opportunity to collaborate with other 
teachers from other schools in a variety of 
workshops.  We also hosted school 
administrators at our school, and they took part 
in workshops around attendance and well-being. 
 
In the next couple of days, you will receive a link 
to participate in a Healthy Active Learning survey. 
Healthy Active Learning is a government well-
being initiative which our school is involved in. 
The survey is about physical activity, Health and 
PE and community involvement in these areas at 
Grantlea Downs School. We would appreciate as 
much feedback as possible as it helps us shape 
the future direction of our physical education and 
Health programmes. If you do take part, you will 
go in the draw to win a $50 supermarket 
voucher! 
 
Thank you to everyone that came along to the 
cross-country last week. It was a fantastic event, 
and the children certainly appreciated your 
support. 
 
Next Wednesday morning between 9-10am we 
are holding another Open Hour. It is an 
opportunity for you to come into school and see 
your child working in class. We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
Regards  
Richard 
 

OPEN HOUR 
On Wednesday 14th June our school is holding 
another Open Hour. This will run from 9am-
10am. You are welcome to visit classrooms in the 
school to see what each class is doing and how 
our programmes run at Grantlea Downs School. 

This also gives you a chance to look inside our 
classrooms and see the environment where your 
children do their learning. 
 
NEW STUDENTS 
We welcome the following students to Grantlea 
Downs in the last fortnight: Sophia Leslie, Oakley 
Walkinshaw and Aurora Morey. 
 
DONATION FROM ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL 
We would like to thank the members of Altrusa 
International of Timaru for their kind donation of 
20 pencil cases. These have been hand made by 
the members and filled with stationery items for 
us to give out to children. 

Tori and Poppy with the donated pencil cases. 

 
DUFFY BOOKS ROLE MODEL SPECIAL ASSEMBLY 
On Wednesday 24 May we 
had Diana Queenin, a Duffy 
Books Role Model, come to 
talk to the children and 
present Duffy ‘Caught Being 
Good’ certificates to some of 
the children. Diana is a 
Palaeontologist (a scientist 
who studies the history of life 
on Earth through the fossil 
record) and spoke about her 
work and had some fossils to show the children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

UPDATE FROM THE VEGE GARDEN  
   
Tena Koutou Katoa  
  
Wow half a year is nearly gone already! Even though winter is here the vegetable 
patch remains a little hive of activity with tamariki excited to spend their lunchtimes 
in the garden munching whatever the garden has to offer (not much at this time of 
year, but some carrots are being eaten).  
 
A lot has happened in our lovely garden so far this year! Mr Vogel has installed an 
awesome garden shed to keep our supplies safe from the weather and free up the glass house just for plants! The lovely 
people from Don Mclean flooring donated enough old woollen carpet for us to cover all the garden paths, which have now 
been fully barked (thank you Mr Vogel and Mr Cassidy) The garden is looking amazing and no more weeding the 
pathways!! The old bathtubs are filled with soil and compost ready for planting, the worm farms 
have been re-established and we look forward to using the worm castings to feed our 
glasshouse crops this spring.  

 

The Tamariki have harvested the crop of popcorn and are patiently waiting for it to dry out 
enough to pop - we will try popping it in the next couple of weeks.  
 
Over the summer we let our crops go to seed and the tamariki collected many different seeds - 
carrots, spinach, broccoli, salad mix, sweet 100 tomatoes, capsicum! These seeds are now 
available to purchase from the school office for $2 a pack, a great way to support our garden 
efforts if you have a garden at home.  
 
For those that don’t know, the garden is located behind the school pool, beside the lunch 
kitchen and is open Mon/Wed/Thur. It is there for the whole community to be part of, so feel 
free to come and get your hands dirty.  
  
Nga mihi nui Tamara  

 
 
 
 
  
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
HĀNGĪ – CHANGE OF DATE 
The school Hāngī has been moved to Friday 23 June. 
Please see the Communtiy Notices on Hero for requests 
for help, with more information to come. 
 
BOT MEETING – Tuesday 13th June 
Our next Board of Trustee meeting is Tuesday 13th June 
at 6.30pm in the Board Room in the main office. All 
welcome! 
 

Class Awards and Values Champions 

Class Awards - Week 5 
Carter Halkett, Dotte Cadigan, Isabella Zandbergen-
Krause, Lawson Kavanaugh, Aria Henry Evans, Sophie 
Rewetti 
 
Values Champion – Week 6 
Ayson Kannemeyer, Mikayla Rose, Tessa Fifita, Skyler 
Felizardo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Cross Country Results 2023 – Competitive  

Race 1st  2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 

Y3 Girls  AK LM  Bailee Armstrong 
Aria Henry 

Evans 
BW Livi Gilmour 

Y3 Boys  
Skyler 

Felizardo 
Leo Dunnage  Aiden Scott 

Dan Akagi-

Taynee 
Wiremu Kotua- 

Tekoronga 
Luka Pratley 

Y4 Girls  
Harper 

McIntyre 
Francesca 

Russell 
Abby Thornton 

Marina De 

Jesus 
Azariah Vakalala Mckenzee Rogers 

Y4 Boys  Casey Holden Blake Rolton 
Joseph Hoffman 

Cook 
Axle Ramsey-

Turner 
Leroy Johnston 

Tawhirimatea 

Whyte 

Y5 Girls 
Ruby 

MacGregor 
Greer Hurst Manaia Evans Scoutt Tee 

Hannah 

Kavanaugh 
Lucy Thornley 

Y5 Boys  
Henry 

Thomas 
TJ Kotua-

Tekoronga 
Jackson Lindsay Benji Batth 

Xhyon Gordon-

Patterson 
Taveon Kleinow 

Y6 Girls Eilah Holden Ava Maraku Kassi White    

Y6 Boys 
Jaxon 

Wickenden 
Caiden Hough 

Oliver Brown-

Innes  
Vann Agnew Mason Fitzgerald 

Manu Kotua-

Tekoronga 

Y7 Girls  Polly Hendry Maddie Ford 
Nevaeh 

Minchington Wallis 
Ella Phipps    

Y7 Boys  
Liam 

Cunningham 
Oscar Bennett Liam Phillips  Chase Thomas Khan Wills Nubian Salwy 

Y8 Girls  
Azaria 

Kleinow 
Addyson Rogers Annabelle Gilmour Jess Beeby Xanthe Stevenson Morgan Palmer 

Y8 Boys  
Cruz Cross-

Wilson 
Farhin Faris Liam Pratt Charlie Hayes  Griffin Johns Murphy Geary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

COMMUNITY NOTICES 


