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NEW STUDENTS 
We welcome the following students and their 
families to our school: Bhavya Gopakumar. 
 
Teacher Only Days – 2021 

In 2019 when NZEI, the Primary Teachers 
Union, signed their Collective Agreement, as 
part of that agreement the following Accord 
(agreement) was reached. 
 
that any one principal or teacher is entitled to 
a maximum of eight teacher-only days to be 
taken between 1 July 2019 and 30 June 
2022. 
These days are to provide teachers and 
principals with additional time to:  

• Refresh and deepen their knowledge 
and practice around the local 
curriculum (within the context of the 
removal of national standards) 

• Strengthen their understanding of the 
use of assessment tools for learning 
and teaching. 

• Respond to the recommendations of 
the education work programme in the 
Curriculum, Progress and Achievement 
(CPA) Report 

• Familiarise themselves with curriculum 
work changes that will become 
available over the term of the collective 
agreements. 

The following dates will be Teacher Only Days 
in 2021 when the school will be closed to 
students for instruction. 

Friday 4 June 2021 (Friday before Queen’s 
Birthday weekend) 

Friday 1 October 2021 (last day of Term 3) 

Friday 5 November 2021 

 

We sincerely apologise for any inconvenience 
that this may cause. 

 

BOT MEETING  
Our next Board of Trustees Meeting is next 
Tuesday 22nd June at 6.30pm, in the School 
Meeting Room. All welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grantlea Downs School Board  
Casual vacancy for a parent 

representative 
 

A casual vacancy has occurred on the school 
board for an elected parent representative. 
The board has decided to fill the vacancy by 
selection. 
If 10% or more of eligible voters on the school 
roll ask the board, within 28 days of this notice 
being first published, to hold a by-election to 
fill the vacancy, then a by-election will be held. 
Request for a by-election should be sent to: 
 
E Johns, Presiding Member (BOT Chairperson) 

Grantlea Downs School Board 
65 Grants Road 
Timaru 
 
or by emailing 
office@grantleadowns.school.nz   

(subject heading - E JOHNS-PRESIDING MEMBER) 
 
by: 22 June 2021 

 
 

 

 
FOR UPCOMING ART PROJECTS 
PLEASE BRING TO THE OFFICE 

This will be an ongoing project so keep the 
tops coming in as you collect them. 

mailto:office@grantleadowns.school.nz


 

Student Reporting to Parents/Caregivers in 2021 

As you will be aware we changed our Student Management System to HERO in 2020. This year we are trialling a new 
layout of how we will report your child’s progress to you through the HERO app and website.  As we are still 
implementing this new format, we will be reporting on certain areas at different points of the year, this year.  We will 
encourage any feedback you have about this trial later in the year and would like to remind you that you are welcome 
to contact your child’s teacher at any time should you wish to discuss their progress. 

The outline of reporting is as follows: 

Term 2 - Mid-year – 

• General Comment  
• Progress Graph for Reading, Writing and Pr1me Maths 
• Sharing of current goals in Pr1me Maths 

Term 3 –  

• Parent Interview to take place Week 2, Term 3, 4th and 5th August 
• Sharing of current goals in Reading and Writing  

Term 4 – End-year -  

• General Comment  
• Progress Graph for Reading, Writing and Pr1me Maths 
• Sharing of current goals in Pr1me Maths 

 
Please make sure you have the HERO app on your  
phone. You can also use your login on a laptop etc  
by going to https://hero.linc-ed.com 
  

Pr1me Maths:  
This is a new programme that we are running in our  
school.  
We will be having an introduction to Pr1me Maths for  
the community.  This aims to be during Week 3 
of Term 3, to tie in with Maths Week. 

 

Jump Jam 2021 

What a successful Jump Jam we have had!  All the before school, morning tea and lunch time practises over Term 2 paid 

off.  We had three teams compete in the different categories.  Congratulations to our Year 3-4 team performing the 

‘Coconut Song’, the Year 5-6 team performing ‘Party Rock Anthem’ and the Year 7-8 team performed ‘Shake it Off’.  Thank 

you to all the parents who helped with getting these children ready for the event at Mountainview High School.  This 

year’s event was different from prior years and was about participation so there were no trophies presented.  A big thank 

you to Miss Austin, Miss Lester, Miss Davie, Miss Shaw and Mrs White for taking these teams. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

It’s Time to Recognise Outstanding Teachers 
 
New Zealand’s longest running teaching awards are encouraging 
parents, and all school community members to nominate 
extraordinary educators who have displayed outstanding 
dedication, passion and creativity in the past year. 
 
For 27 years the Futurity Investment Group supported, National 
Excellence in Teaching Awards (NEiTA) has recognised 
Australia and New Zealand’s most inspirational educators.  
 
This year, NEiTA is recognising the critical role early childhood, 
primary and secondary teachers and principals have played in 
children’s lives throughout the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Nominations can be made until 18 August 2021 via www.neita.com. 

 
 

Assembly Awards 
Principals Award Term 2 Week 6 
Aria Henry Evans, Gabriella Milne, Year 5/6 Rippa Rugby 
Team, Arina Lyakh. 
 
Term 2 - Week 5 
Luka Pratley, Kayden Young, Sophie Flannery, Jaxon 
Bell, Wairingiringi Ryan-Wahanui, Tawhirimatea Whyte, 
Marley Henry, Mikaela Hurst, Kieran Dewit. 
 
Term 2 - Week 6 
Lucy Clark, Hunter Bubbert, Zachary Halliwell, Ella 
Shand, Kauri McCoy, Chevelle Thomas, Jasmyn Cleland, 
Shyla Page, Tylah Whakarau, Riley Wentworth Smith, 
Heyven Timoti, Liam Pratt, Drew Thornley, Hollie Todd. 
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