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Tena koutou katoa 
 
With spring just around the corner, we will 
hopefully see longer and warmer days and a 
reduction in the winter sniffles.  
 
With the Metro bus now picking up and dropping 
off children at school it is a reminder to please 
not park in the bus stop space between 8:30-
9:00am and 3:00-3:30pm. Ensuring children 
arrive and depart to and from school safely is of 
paramount importance to us. Last week there 
were occasions when the Metro bus was required 
to park in the middle of the road due to cars 
parking in the designated bus stop. Please help to 
keep our students safe. 
 
Next week we have the Book Fair. This is a great 
opportunity to come into school and look at all 
the wonderful books available for purchase. 
These books make great birthday and Christmas 
presents. 
 
On Thursday 14th September we are hosting 
another Open Hour between 2pm- 3pm. This is 
an opportunity for you to come into your child’s 
class and interact with them during class time. 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Last week saw the Year 7/8 Science Fair projects 
displayed in the hall. The finished projects were 
the culmination of a lot of hard work and covered 
a wide variety of science topics. Congratulations 
to the children that were judged as the winners. 
 
Regards  
Richard 
 
 
 
 

NEW STUDENTS 
We welcome the following students to Grantlea 
Downs in the last fortnight:  Theo Hart, Aroha 
Blissett and Irie-Reign Corbett. 

DISCO 
Thanks to all those who supported the two Discos 
on Thursday 17 August. Everyone had a great 
time. Special thanks to the Student Council and 
group of teachers for organising this fun event. 

 

Coming Next Week! 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be 
in the Office Foyer next week. 

Mon 4th – Thurs 7th September, 
3pm-4.30pm daily 

Friday 8th Sept 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

STEAM RESOURCES REQUEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONTERRA HELPING OUR CREEK! 

Last week, Te Ahi Tarakihi Creek at the back of our 

school grounds had a section weed-eated and tidied up 

by a keen group of Fonterra volunteers as part of their 

"Giving Back to our Community" program. This work has 

exposed the native plants and seedlings that survived 

an earlier planting effort a few years ago. The next step 

is to prime the area for additional new plantings before 

the end of term. This is part of our Enviroschool 

program.  

A big thank you to Fonterra's South Canterbury Ambient 

DC Hub team for getting us going on our creek project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal Award – Week 6 

Frankie Mc Arthur, Violet Fifita, Oliver Brown-Innes, 

Fletcher Tee  

 

Class Awards and Values Champions 

Class Awards - Week 5 
Theo McCarthy, Pandorah Pairama-Wishnowsky, Ivy-
Leigh Lord, Kohbin List 
 
Values Champion – Week 6 
Te Aika Reihana, Pascoe Smillie, Honey Cross-Papuni, 
Gypzy Smith, Manaia Evans, Izabella Simms, Carter 
Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHAT IS S.T.E.A.M. 
S.T.E.A.M. is an approach to learning that involves 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths. 
Students are presented with a problem or challenge 
where they use the engineering process to create a 
solution. Students learn needed knowledge in 
S.T.E.A.M to be able to help them reach and test their 
solution.  
Through S.T.E.A.M. students learn important skills 
such as problem solving, creating, teamwork, 
communication, and innovation. 

WHAT WE NEED 

To conduct STEAM challenges a steady supply of 
recycled materials is needed. 
Recycled materials need to be clean and easy for 
children to use (thick cardboard is too hard to cut etc). 
Type of materials that would be appreciated: 
Newspaper, cardboard tubes, wool, shoeboxes, food 

packaging boxes, fabric etc 

WHERE TO TAKE IT… 
If you can supply any of the above-mentioned items 
you can drop them off at office.   
Thank you for your support. If you have any queries, 
please contact Hamish Campbell at 
hamish@grantleadowns.school.nz 



KERETA SCIENCE FAIR 
For the past 8 weeks, Grantlea Downs Seniors have 

been working incredibly hard on their science fair 

projects. They followed the scientific method and 

presented their boards to a high standard hoping to 

come out on top. Our Property Manager and ex-

scientist, Mr Vogel, spent hour after hour taking time 

to judge our Science Fair boards. 
 

Mr Vogel has chosen four scientists to now go on to 

compete in the Sanford Science Fair. Here are the 

winners: 

First place: Tabitha and Jess-¨Veggie Vision¨ 

Second place: Chloe-¨Plants Are More Aware Than 

You Think¨ 

Third place: Laila and Pyper- ¨Electroculture¨  

Fourth place: Morgan and Polly- ¨I Worm To Know 

The Truth¨ 

Fifth equal: Makayla-¨Hey Kids Do You Like Water?¨ 

and Murphy: ¨Floating Lego¨ 

 

 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
On Saturday my uncle and I went to a Karate Tournament 
at Roncalli College. We got in the hall and got changed 
into our Gi’s. First we had these things called Kata. I did 
well and got a 6.5 on my 1st Kata then I went to the 
playoffs and scored a 6.2 on my second Kata. After that we 
got changed into our gear and got ready. Then we had 
fighting. The first fight was me going against a Sadio 
Brown Belt. I managed to win. I waited six matches until I 
fought again. I walked back up 
and sat by the fighting mat and 
got ready to fight but the next 
fighter didn't want to fight me, 
so I got told to not go hard on 
him. I won. Then I knew I was 
the winner of 1st place in the 
Fighting Cup for 12-13 year olds 
in the South Island. My uncle 
went against a black belt and he 
lost but still won two cups. We 
gave it our all and we did well.    
 
Cruz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
METRO SCHOOL BUS SERVICE – T3 ROUTE TRIAL 
Due to the Metro School Bus trial, we ask that parents 
do not park on the bus stop and keep it clear for the 
bus to drop off and pick students up, before and after 
school.  
 
The Metro School Bus Service is trialling extending the 
T3 route to include Grantlea Downs School. The trial 
started 21 August and runs until the end of Term 3. The 
trial enables children to catch the bus from any bus stop 
along the T3 route in the mornings and then be picked 
up from School in the afternoon (around 3.15pm) and 
follow the route back. For more information including 
maps and times, please see the post on the Community 
Notices tab on HERO 21 August. If there is enough 
demand, this service will become permanent. 
 
Thanks to the introduction of the Government's 'Under 
13 Free' concession, Timaru children can hop on board 
the Metro School buses for free (this does not include 
the MyWay Service). Each child will need their own  
Metrocard to travel for free and present it to the ticket 
machine each time they ride. The Metrocard can be 
purchased from the information Centre at a one off cost 
of $5.00. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Trustee Elections 
For school boards that carry out mid-term elections these will be coming in 
November (date is yet to be confirmed). 
 
If you are interested in finding out how our School Board works, you are 
most welcome to come along to a meeting. 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 5 September 2023. The meetings are held in 
the School Administration Office Boardroom starting at 6.30 pm. 
 
If you want to find out more you can contact our Presiding Member, Errol 
Johns, by emailing boardchair@grantleadowns.school.nz or calling  
022 531 8770 
 

mailto:boardchair@grantleadowns.school.nz


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the show please visit our Facebook page: 

 www.facebook.com/Catinthehatnz or website: www.catinthehatlive.com 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.facebook.com_Catinthehatnz&d=DwQFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hP54FchdsLyV-VIC9pSlZ8337JCQjN1sdQmZ3Ne3B20&m=qzBbVdPqyJUgWiw8Ljj_k6wEoYHto5Q_8JNfeId3KTR__1pU6eWoIIza1AfmJ80E&s=IIClrOAFaKtlLqidpRz-fDgL-Ys1UWozn-VN3PIfczg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__catinthehatlive.us14.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddba8ade3bd8e762d72f301e68-26id-3D28ee071291-26e-3Dae3ebc397f&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hP54FchdsLyV-VIC9pSlZ8337JCQjN1sdQmZ3Ne3B20&m=qzBbVdPqyJUgWiw8Ljj_k6wEoYHto5Q_8JNfeId3KTR__1pU6eWoIIza1AfmJ80E&s=-cdq8GxalOj5K3Jhrkvskfy5XrO54qvyFFSzF_5oYho&e=
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