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27 March 2024 
Newsletter No 5 
 

Tena koutou katoa 
 

The Easter break is approaching and it is a 
reminder that next Tuesday, 2 April is a holiday 
as Easter Tuesday has traditionally been a holiday 
for schools.  
 

Tomorrow is a Mufti day and the children are 
asked to bring a gold coin donation to support 
the CSI Charity Bike Ride. 
 

This year, one of the schools strategic goals is to 
develop positive and strong relationships with 
our community. One of the ways we are doing 
this is by holding an open hour each term. Where 
parents can visit the classrooms and see 
classroom programmes being run. Our open hour 
is next Thursday (4th April) between 9-10am. The 
focus will be on maths activities during this time. 
We are looking forward to seeing you. 
 

At school we encourage children to talk to their 
teacher if they have a problem or they are upset. 
Often little problems can become bigger 
problems if they are not dealt with at the earliest 
opportunity. If your child does come home 
concerned about something that has happened 
at school, we ask you to follow the school 
processes rather than contacting other parents or 
sharing online. In the first instance the process is 
to contact your child's teacher, which will result 
on most occasions, in the issue being resolved.  
 

Just a reminder that early next term, Monday 6th 
May, we have a Digital Safety Evening for parents 
and caregivers, please book the date as it will be 
an informative and entertaining night. 
 

Regards 
Richard 
 
NEW STUDENTS  
We welcome the following students to Grantlea 
Downs in the last fortnight: Georgie Morris and 
Sinoti Morrison. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Students need to arrive by 8.50am to have 
breakfast before starting school at 9am. 
 
HOME AND SCHOOL MEETING TONIGHT 
The Home and School Committee are holding a 
meeting tonight Wednesday 27 March at 
7.30pm in the Staffroom. All welcome! 
 
MUFTI DAY – TOMORROW 28 MARCH 
Mufti day tomorrow, is in support of the annual 
CSI Charity Bike Ride. Miss Penni rode in the 
event that was held in February around the 
Mackenzie Country and lakes. This is the 20th 
year this has been held and the event has raised 
millions of dollars for 
local charities.  
This year's charities are 
Timaru RDA, Life 
Education - Mid and 
South Canterbury, 
Presbyterian Support 
South Canterbury -Family 
Works, YMCA South and 
Mid Canterbury, Mokihi 
Hauora, MS South 
Canterbury, Learning for 
You and Hospice South Canterbury.  
Your donation will help support these local 
charities.  
 
ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS 
Grantlea Downs School would like to invite you to 
our Annual Anzac Day Commemoration. This will 
be held at 11.00am on Friday 12th April in front of 
the School Library. Parents and whanau are 
welcome to stay on afterwards for a cup of tea 
and an Anzac biscuit.  Please fill out the form on 
the link below for catering purposes. 
 

https://forms.gle/hkAgY6xgD6wmWJGJ9  
 

https://forms.gle/hkAgY6xgD6wmWJGJ9


 

TOUCH RUGBY 
Congratulations to our Year 7 and 8 touch rugby team 
who finished second overall in their competition. They 
played extremely well all season and represented the 
school with pride. Over the season the team had an 
impressive nine wins, one draw and one loss. They 
made the final where they lost to Gleniti 7/3 but had a 
brilliant battle and demonstrated great sportsmanship. 
A huge thank you to Leanne Ryan for managing and 
coaching this team, also to all the other parents and 
supporters who provided supervision.  

 
WORKING BEE – Sensory Pathway 
A massive shout out to Matt and Joel who helped out 
with our Working Bee on Friday 15th March. It wasn't 
the best day weather wise, but we all persevered under 
wet cold conditions. A huge thank you also goes to 
Fulton and Hogan for supplying the gravel and Nigel 
Chapman from The Garden Centre, for lending us the 
concrete mixer, your support is very much appreciated!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal Awards – Term 1 Week 8 

JJ McCarthy, Bailey Rawson, TJ Kotua-Tekoronga, Jorja 

Flannery 

 

Class Awards and Values Champions 

Class Awards - Week 7 
Aroha Kumar, Willow Ormsby, JJ McCarthy Wederell, 
Isabelle Palmer, Ksenia Streltsova, Jada Wills, Pandorah 
Pairama-Wishnowsky, Abby Thornton, Tiaki Whyte, 
Anabelle O’Connor, Maddie Ford 
 
Values Champion – Week 8 
Aldric Desmond, Skylar Morris, Finn McAuliffe, Thea-
Rose Corbett, Maddison Scott, Mikayla Rose, Briar 
Marshall, Mahana McMillan-Lindberg, Axel Strudwicke, 
Violet Fifita, Ella Phipps, Braxton Smith, Will Pelvin 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
We still have a quite a lot of items in the Lost Property. 
If you are missing anything, please check the box/rack 
in the office foyer. All unclaimed items will be donated 
at the end of the term. 
 

 

GRANTLEA DOWNS SCHOOL OUT OF ZONE 

ENROLMENTS TERM 3 & 4 2024 

The Board invites applications from parents who 
wish to enrol their child at Grantlea Downs for Term 
3 & 4 2024. 

Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment 
scheme, details of which are available from the 
school office. 

Applications for out-of-zone places are now being 
invited for those students who will become eligible 
for enrolment during the period 22 July to 17 
December 2024. We currently have places available 
in Year 0, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 5, Year 6 and 
Year 7. The exact number of places will depend on 
the number of applications received from students 
who live within the school zone.  

The deadline for receipt of applications for out-of-
zone places is Tuesday 7 May 2024. 

If a ballot for out-of-zone places is required, it will be 
held on 14 May 2024. Parents will be informed of 
the outcome of the ballot within three school days of 
the ballot being held. 

Application forms are available at the school office 
or by calling 03 684 7706. 

If you live in the home zone and have not yet 
signalled your intention to enrol your child later this 
year, please contact the school immediately to assist 
us to plan appropriately. 

Errol Johns, Presiding Member 

 

HOME & SCHOOL AGM 
Advanced notice of the Home and School AGM, to be held 
on Monday 13 May 2024 at 7.30pm (Week 3 – Term 2) in 
the School Office Block. Come along and see what we are 

about. All welcome! 
 

WHEELATHON – ADVANCED NOTICE 
Wheelathon is going to be held early in Term 2 
(date TBC). The theme this year is PINK to 
coincide with Pink Shirt Day. More information to 
come in the next newsletter.  
 



KIDS’ LIT QUIZ 
Last Tuesday Grantlea Downs hosted the South 
Canterbury heat of the Kids’ Lit Quiz, where Quizmaster 
Wayne Mills tested the 15 teams on their reading 
knowledge.  
The three Grantlea Downs teams had a fun day and did 
a commendable job with the challenging questions. Our 
Year 4-6 team (Scoutt, Lucy, Aurora and Sophie) got the 
highest score for their age group. It was a fun morning 
for all. The winning team to go through to the New 
Zealand Finals was St Joseph’s Timaru. 
 
 
SOCCER NET REPAIRS 
We would like to thank 
Ata Kendall for giving up 
her time to come and fix 
our soccer nets. We 
would also like to thank 
Caroline Collier from 
Hampidjan for donating 
the materials.  
 
 

CRICKET TOURNAMENT  
Our Year 7 and 8 cricket team had a great couple of 
days competing in the SC Primary Schools Tournament 
at Ashbury Park. We learnt a lot about the game and 
enjoyed having a go. Chase Thomas did a great job as 
captain and shared the responsibilities across the team 
well. Special mention to Will Pelvin for his amazing 
catching and Oscar Bennett for his batting against St 
Joseph’s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVANCED NOTICE OF CHANGES TO THE METRO SCHOOL BUS SERVICE – T3 Route 
There will be upcoming changes to concessions, following central government’s changes to its Community Connect 
Concessions Scheme.   
In Timaru, the free fares for 5–12-year-olds on Metro School and Temuka services, and the MyWay by Metro concession 
for 19–24-year-olds, will cease on 30 April. This means children travelling on the Metro School Services will need to 
start paying the 95-cents per ride fare again.   
Children aged 5-12-years-old who use Metro services will need to start topping-up their Metro cards again to enable 
them to pay the child fares. 
MyWay’s $1.50 child fare will remain.  
 
PRE-ENROLMENTS 
We are currently in the process of forward planning and request you fill out the form below (copies available from the 
school office) if you have any children that you will be enrolling at Grantlea Downs in the future. Our School has an 
Enrolment Zone, so in order to ascertain if we will have available spaces for out of zone students in 2024 and 2025, we 
would appreciate you returning this slip as soon as possible. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grantlea Downs Senior Swimming Sports – 21st March 2024 
 

Event/Group Age Group  1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

Freestyle 

Length (25m)  

9 & under Girls Danni Steedman Sophie Flannery Lucy Thornley 

10 Girls Scoutt Tee Ruby MacGregor Arlia Jacobs 

11 Girls Kassi White 
  

12+ Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

9 & under Boys Tawhirimatea Whyte Mahana McMillian Lindberg 
 

10 Boys Henry Thomas TJ Kotua-Tekoronga Jax Rolton 

11 Boys Caleb Gavan Vann Agnew Manu Kotua-Tekoronga 

12 Boys Hunter Hopkinson Oscar Bennett Khan Wills 

Backstroke  
Length (25m)  

9 & under Girls Lucy Thornley Sophie Flannery Danni Steedman 

10 Girls Scoutt Tee Ruby MacGregor Arlia Jacobs 

11 Girls Kassi White 
  

12+ Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

9 & under boys Tawhirimatea Whyte Mahana McMillan Lindberg 
 

10 Boys TJ Kotua-Tekoronga Henry Thomas Mason Fitzgerald 

11 Boys Caleb Gavan Manu Kotua-Tekoronga Fillipo Albu 

12 Boys Oscar Bennett Hunter Hopkinson Khan Wills 

Breaststroke  
Length (25m) 
 

 

  

 9 & under Girls Lucy Thornley Sophie Flannery 
 

10 Girls Arlia Jacobs 
  

12+ Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

11 Boys Fillipo Albu 
  

12 Boys Oscar Bennett Liam Phillips 
 

Freestyle 

2 Lengths (50m)  

9 & under Girls Danni Steedman 
  

10 Girls Scoutt Tee Ruby MacGregor Arlia Jacobs 

11 Girls Kassi White 
  

12+ Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

9 & under Boys Tawhirimatea Whyte 
  

10 Boys Henry Thomas Jax Rolton TJ Kotua-Tekoronga 

11 Boys Caleb Gavan  Vann Agnew Jaxon Wickenden 

12 Boys Hunter Hopkinson Oscar Bennett Fletcher Tee 

Backstroke 

2 Lengths (50m)  

 9 & under Girls Danni Steedman 
  

10 Girls Ruby MacGregor 
  

11 Girls Kassi White 
  

12 Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

10 Boys TJ Kotua-Tekoronga 
  

11 Boys Fillipo Albu 
  

12 Boys Oscar Bennett Liam Phillips Khan Wills 

Breaststroke 

2 Lengths (50m)   

12+ Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

11 Boys Fillipo Albu 
  

Medley 12 Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

Freestyle 

4 Lengths (100m) 
10 Girls  Ruby MacGregor 

  

12 Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

12 Boys Oscar Bennett Khan Wills Liam Phillips 

Butterfly 25m 12 Girls Jorja Flannery 
  

 

Well done to all the students for an excellent effort in their swimming sports, with some fantastic 
results.  Thank you to the parent helpers on the day, this was very much appreciated by the students and 

staff.  😀 

 
 



TOP TEAMS - 12 MARCH 2024 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AKOTECH CodeCamps April School Holidays - 
EARLY DISCOUNTS 

Our holiday camp allows children from the ages of 7-12 to 
develop 21st century skills in a fun and action packed 
environment. Create and train your own AI Avatars, make 
games, code robots & go to work for a simulated Tech Gaming 
Studio to build games for a big pretend client.   

Develop confidence & initiative through design, creativity, 
solving problems, presenting & collaboration. Create your own 
games, worlds and apps to make our world a better place. 
We also have Literati Lab just for girls 
 

Venues: Canterbury Uni & STAC 

Dates: 15th - 18th & 22nd - 26th April  
Book Now at www.akotech.nz 

EarlyBird Save Up to 21% Until 22nd March 

Siblings Save 6% 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__codecamp.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hP54FchdsLyV-VIC9pSlZ8337JCQjN1sdQmZ3Ne3B20&m=J6TyvYfiYAYu4pPDQjlGKTIqgiD-4P8XKzT4kXrs6tT5je_TFFYl19OnrNzA1htZ&s=NaNNNIkJt_mZPAqyN_1m2LpzbOwF-QzJRvzdzN5HKBA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.akotech.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hP54FchdsLyV-VIC9pSlZ8337JCQjN1sdQmZ3Ne3B20&m=J6TyvYfiYAYu4pPDQjlGKTIqgiD-4P8XKzT4kXrs6tT5je_TFFYl19OnrNzA1htZ&s=-NCePmqYG4FBpONdph7wh9jx26r4zyYiJxY-gI5vCpQ&e=
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Excelsior Junior Hockey 2024 
Junior Hockey is a fun way to build skills and develop friendships in a fun environment. We are open 
for registrations and have a variety of age groups that children can participate in and no previous 
experience is necessary. Excelsior Junior Hockey has been lucky to be partially subsidised in previous 
years and this year is no different, final cost is TBC. Game days are on a Tuesday starting between 
30th April and 3rd May depending on the age group. Practice sessions will be held on Thursday after 
school at the Timaru Boys High School outdoor turf. 
You can register using the form below or search and visit the Excelsior Junior Hockey facebook page 
and register your interest there.  
Excelsior Junior Hockey Registration 2024 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_forms_d_e_1FAIpQLSeN820TjMrHmaquMmHletBjFZHDnFgj3dQbno5FcgMmy649GQ_viewform&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=At3fYajlg6cRAW6ogdF4_LoRhiKcP4ylEoqcdYs88-0&m=uXEWCQhP-t9tkqxCyPu9EesQV2jMdMmVxl_3eVzWeg8wbvgGngCPvxdSc4nLeBIT&s=1F1YQcnCPfxnIrPBi5h-NXvZF6XsMgtY2qTgNunvwFE&e=
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