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MEWHEELS TRACK OPENING

NEW STUDENTS
We welcome the following students to Grantlea
Downs: Noah Raukawa-Goodman and Ely RyderEnnis.

We wish to thank everyone who came along the
the School Picnic and Mewheels Bike and Scooter
Track opening last week. The track was officially
opened by Mayor Nigel Bowen and Asenaca
Kuruduadua.

PARENT/STUDENT/TEACHER GOAL SETTING
CONFERENCES –
THURSDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 1.00PM – 6.50PM
INCLUSIVE
Bookings area now open. Just a reminder that if you
are going to make consecutive bookings that you leave
a 10 minute slot between interviews to allow you time
to get to the next appointment. It is expected that each
family will attend. If a booking is not made a time will
be allocated to you. If you do not have internet access
you can book at the school office
A reminder on how to book in for an interview time by
following the steps below.
ON-LINE BOOKING SYSTEM
STEP 1 Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
STEP 2 Enter in the following code where it says
“Parents School Event Code” 3xksd
STEP 3 Type in your email address (this is so a
confirmation of your interview booking
can be sent back to you) Type in your
name, then your child’s name (if you
have more than one child at school use
the drop down box so more ‘Student’s
Name’ lines appear. Press GO
STEP 4 Choose your child’s teacher from the drop
down list. Press GO
STEP 5 Choose the times you would like to see each
teacher then press GO. The time you have
booked for each student will appear. Once
you have finished press ‘Finish’ then an email
will be sent to confirm your parent interview
booking.

SCHOOL WILL FINISH AT 12PM ON THIS DAY, IT IS
ONLY OPEN DURING THE AFTERNOON FOR
CONFERENCING
TOP TEAMS
A big thank you to the following parents who gave
up their time to help us run a very successful Top
Teams event in Week 2: Felicity McMillian, Maria
Willetts, Jim Brown, Michelle Allison, Theresa van Dyk
and Paula Phillips
Your ongoing support is very much appreciated and
ensures that our school events such as Top Teams
(and upcoming events like Triathlon, Swimming
Sports and Wheel-a-thon) continue to be successful.

GLORIAVALE LEAVERS TALK
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at 7 PM
Grantlea Downs School
Tickets now also available from the school office at
$20.00 each (cash only) or $21.39 from
www.eventbrite.co.nz
About this Event
Join us for an intriguing talk
with Liz Gregory from the
Gloriavale Leavers' Trust and
a leaver while they give you
insight into this reclusive
community.
Is it as glossy as the TV Documentaries show? Or
are there real reasons to be concerned for the 600
people still living there.
Find out what the Trust is doing to help those who
choose to leave, and what it's like for the new
families settling in our region.
There will be an opportunity for you to ask
questions.
TOTS TO TEENS MAGAZINE
You would have received a complimentary copy of
the magazine last week but you can also read it
online by following this link

issue2002c.totstoteens.co.nz/

YEARS 5-8
Friday 21st February 10:00 – 12:00pm
Competitors need to remember their bikes (make sure tyres are pumped up!!!), helmets, togs, towel, running shoes and a
drink bottle.
We encourage parents and family members to come along and support their child. Below is a copy of the morning’s
programme so that you can get some idea of when your child will be racing.
Any questions can be directed to Kirsty White in Room 15.
Event
Year 7/8
Individual
Year 5/6
Individual
Year 7/8 Teams

Girls
Boys
Girls
Boys
Mixed

YEARS 1-4
Friday 21st February 1:00 – 3:00pm

Due to the 1pm start we will be having an early lunch at 12pm.
Once again we are offering the Year 1 and 2 students a chance to experience competing in a school triathlon. For the
cycling leg of the race they will be able to use bikes or scooters and must have helmets.

Bike/Scooter – Year 1 & 2-one lap around the outside of the netball/basketball courts
Bike only - Year 3 & 4-one lap of the field
Swim – one length running of the school pool (helped in and out by senior students)
Run – one lap of the soccer field
On the day the children will need to remember their bike/scooter, helmet, togs, towel, running shoes and a drink bottle.
Event
Year 4 Individual
Girls
Boys
Year 3 Individual
Girls
Boys
Year 2 Individual
Girls
Boys
Year 1 Individual
Girls
Boys
Any questions can be directed to Sally Guthrie in Room 6.
PLEASE DO NOT RING THE OFFICE TO ASK WHEN A SPECIFIC YEAR LEVEL WILL START – RACES WILL BE RUN IN THE
ORDERS ABOVE UPON COMPLETION OF PREVIOUS RACE
Please complete and return the slip below if you are able to help with either the senior or junior race. This would involve
either directing children, counting lengths or helping move bikes.

Grantlea Downs Triathlon- Friday 21st February 2020
We are looking for parents to help with our school Triathlon 21st February (Week 3).
If you are available, please fill in and return the slip to the school office.
I ___________________________________ am able to assist with the Junior/Senior (circle one)
school triathlon
Phone number: _________________________ Time to ring: ____________________

SCHOOL ROAD SAFETY REMINDER
As we embark on a new school year, it is important to remember the importance of some basic road safety rules
around school. Please drive carefully and be mindful of children and their parents walking and cycling to school,
as well as those students catching buses or waiting to be picked up by parents in vehicles. Schools can be very
busy places at drop off and pick up time, and your courtesy and patience are appreciated. Please remember
that while passing a stationery school bus you must slow down and drive at 20km/hr or less until you are well
past (no matter what direction you are coming from).

Safety at the school gate
We encourage you to walk with your children to school, but if you need to drive them sometimes, please observe and
discuss with your child the following safe practices:
Dropping Off
▪ Park a short distance from the school and walk with your child/ren to school. (Help keep the school entrances
free from cars to make it safer for everyone.)
▪ Always park beside the footpath and ensure children exit vehicles on the footpath side and not the roadside.
▪ Always use the pedestrian crossing to cross the road.
Picking up
▪ Park and walk to the school grounds to meet your child/ren.
▪ Do not wave or call your child/ren across the road.
▪ Always educate your child/ren to use the pedestrian crossing.
▪ Always role model good safety behaviour to your child/ren and teach safe habits.
▪ Always drive slowly near the school and watch for pedestrians, scooters and cyclists at all times.

What children would like drivers to know:
We are not little adults, so don’t expect us to act as you do. We are small and often can’t see over parked vehicles. This
also means you can’t see us. Please don’t park on the yellow lines outside our school - you are stopping other drivers
from seeing us on the crossing. We can freeze when we find ourselves in danger, instead of taking quick action as you
might. Walk with us or join a Walking School Bus with us.
Help to keep us safe around schools.

Crossing between parked cars
Crossing the road between parked cars is not recommended. The potential for danger of being hit by a car whilst crossing
between parked cars is enormous. Drivers cannot always see pedestrians (particularly small children) waiting to cross the
road.
Cross roads at the safest possible locations such as the school crossings, pedestrian islands or traffic lights with pedestrian
phasing.

Dropping children off at school
Stop chaos at the school gate
Remember not to stop on yellow lines or
double-park around the school. Parking like
this can block the view of students and
motorists making it hard for students to
safely cross the road.
Develop your child’s road sense and let
them walk the last 500 metres to school.

It is everyone’s responsibility to
keep our kids safe
Keep our children safe … and park safe.
Please play your part by:
•
•
•
•
•

Always observing the parking
restrictions near the school
Always using the school patrol
crossing
Choosing safety over convenience at
all times
Walk with your child
Do not park on the yellow lines on the
corner of Grantlea Drive and Grants
Road where children cross

Avoid the congestion!
Avoid the stress and congestion at
the school gate. Park 500m+
away from the school and let your
young person walk the short
distance to school

Always Use the
Crossings
Children will copy your
example, good or bad.
Always use the safe
crossing areas, respecting
the road patrollers.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Open Day Sunday 15th March 1-3pm. All welcome

Keep Safe Getting
Out
The safest door opens
onto the footpath side.
This will keep children
away from the busy road.

If your child is looking for a new musical challenge for 2020, TIMARU
SCHOOL OF MUSIC is offering free tuition in small groups. We teach
guitar, ukulele, violin, cello, recorder, flute, clarinet, trumpet and
trombone. Hire instruments are available and a one-off fee of $40 is
payable plus the cost of tuition books. Lessons are held after school at
Oceanview Height School.
Enrolments are now open by either emailing
timaruschoolofmusic@gmail.com,. or at our enrolment day, Wednesday
February 12 3.30-5.30pm, at Oceanview Heights School Hall
Relax Kids SC Classes
Term 1
Creating Calm, Confident Kids
Fun and Creative Relaxation Classes For Positive Wellbeing
6-12 Years
3 March - 31 March (5 weeks)
4pm to 5pm
Secure your place today, email: relaxkidssc@gmail.com

