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Tena Koutou Parents and Friends 
 
A big welcome back everyone to the new school 
year. We have been very lucky to have had such 
warm, sunny days to enjoy over the Christmas 
Holiday break. We hope you have all had a very 
relaxing and enjoyable holiday.  So nice to see 
everyone back at school and settling into their 
classroom routines. A special welcome to our 
new students, their families and to our new staff 
members.  Our new teachers are Miss Alice 
Austin (Rm 3) and Miss Michaela Johnstone (Rm 
10). Mrs Louise McCone and Mrs Ange Higgins 
will be joining us again this year as part time 
release teachers. We trust they will all have a 
rewarding time at Grantlea Downs.  
 
Top Teams will be next Wednesday, 7th February, 
weather permitting. This is always so much fun 
and a great way to kick off the new school year 
with our first whole school event! It is great 
seeing everyone dressed in their House Colours.. 
 
We have a very busy term planned with lots on! 
Next Thursday we have our family school picnic 
from 5 - 7pm. We would love to see you all there 
and of course, grandparents and siblings are most 
welcome too. So bring along your picnic or fish 
and chips and join us for an enjoyable night. We 
will have some fun games and sports equipment 
out for everyone’s use. The Home and School are 
organising the bouncy castle again (always a big 
hit – thank you Home & School!) Please note 
there will be no food available to purchase this 
year.  
 

 
Wellbeing continues to be a focus for our school 
curriculum and I will include ideas and 
suggestions again this year in each newsletter 
from the ‘Five Ways to Wellbeing’ – Give, Be 
Active, Keep Learning, Connect and Take Notice. 
We start the year off with Connect – Me 
Whakawhanaunga. We have lots of opportunities 
this term for families to ‘Connect’ with our school 
– Top Teams, Family Picnic, Triathlon, Grow It, 
Wheelaton, and Parent/Student/Teacher Goal 
Setting. We look forward to ‘Connecting’ with 
you at these events. 
 
Nga mihi nui 
Collette Sandilands 

 

Wellbeing Focus:  

Connect – Me 
Whakawhanaunga 
 
Connect with the people 
around you. With family, 
friends, colleagues and 

neighbours. At home, work, school or in your 
local community. Think of these as the 
cornerstones of your life and invest time in 
developing them. Building these connections 
will support and enrich you every day. 
 
2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES 
Term 1 - 11 weeks  30 Jan to 13 April 
Term 2 - 10 weeks  30 April to 6 July 
Term 3 - 10 weeks  23 July to 28 Sept 
Term 4 - 9 weeks   15 Oct to 14 Dec 

 
NEW STUDENTS 
We welcome the following students and their 
families to Grantlea Downs this week: Josh 
Aguirre, Georgia Fitzgerald, Madaysha Winder, 
Annakah Perham, Jaydie Taylor-Dinsdale and 
Teiria Tungia. 
 

 
       

SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS 

DUE NEXT FRIDAY 9 FEBRUARY 



 

 

 

HOUSE LEADERS 2018 
Left to right is Mollie , Noah 

(Gould) / Maddox , Mia 

(Evans) / Niamh , Matt 

(absent) (Jellicoe) / Jessica , 

Eli (Grant). 

 
STUDENT SUCCESS 
Well done to all those students who were recognised at our 
two Prize Givings. See the attached sheet for a full list of 
recipients including the students below who received 
Platinum Awards: 

Ryan Goodman, Annachez Jones, Victoria Kyle, Mikaylah 

Donaldson, Mercedez Karauria, Daniel La Grange, Kalo Siale, 

Ella Brown, Ella Craig, Orla Motley, Chelsea Nicholls, Holly 

Thin, Kassidy Anderson, Flame Brazendale, Bella Thin, Miglia 

Schicker, Ruby-Jane Allison, Caleb Hay, Joe Cao, Alex Elder, 

Charlotte Hallberg, Kawend Kuang, Latisha Put, Daniel 

Chernetski, Jett Davis, Emily Flavell, Zoe Gordon, Emma 

Reynecke, Charlotte Collis, Mollie Phillips, Caleb Price, Caitlin 

Bentley, Zannyx Geary, Amelia Maynard, Niamh Motley, 

Jessica Aldridge, Lucy Barnes, Mia Quirke, Sophie Todd, Laura 

Apperley, Alexis Gracia, Jessica Goodman, Aura Voice, Jack 

White, Samuel Allison, Kennedy Brown-Innes, Caleb 

Campbell, Wiseson Kuang, Ivan Schicker, Riley Anderson, Amy 

Baird, Akita Karauria, Toby Taylor. 

 

SCHOOL PICNIC 

The Grantlea Downs annual school picnic 

will be held on Thursday 8th February 

2018 from 5.00-7.00pm. There will be a bouncy castle 

and games for the children. Bring a picnic or fish’n’chip 

tea and relax with your children, friends and staff. 

Please note that there will be no food available to 

purchase. We look forward to seeing you all. 

 
THANK YOU  
Thank you to Wendy Pickard and Cathy Moffat for their hard 
work getting the rooms cleaned for our return and to Garry 
Ford and Reon Keenan for preparing the grounds, they are 
looking as good as ever.   
 

BOT NEWS 
SCHOOL DONATIONS 2018 
Late last year the Government announced that each school 
that no longer requested school donations from their school 
community to help with the financial shortfall to run a school, 
would gain a financial benefit for doing so.  However the 
government has not, as yet, outlined how schools will be able 
to access this extra financial benefit at this stage. 
The Board have decided to put on ‘hold’ the request for 
school donations until government policy has been clarified.  
However, should the government not provide extra funding 
this year we will have to request donations from 
parents/caregivers, the same as in previous years.   
Unfortunately the school can not provide the extra resources 
and experiences without the support of school donations or 
extra government funding.  We will keep you updated on this 
matter. 

CONTACT MEDICAL AND PERSONAL DETAILS 
If you have shifted and changed your contact 
details or your emergency contacts have 
changed, please change these at the office 
as soon as possible.  It is vital that we hold 
correct emergency contact details including 
all cell phone numbers in case of emergencies.   
There have been incidents in the past when parents and 
caregivers could not be contacted. 
If for any reason your child’s medical details have changed, 
please make sure the office is notified so all relevant records 
can be updated i.e. allergies, or allergic reactions etc. 
 

GRANDPARENTS GROUP – Tomorrow -Friday 2nd 
February 
We are having a morning tea for grandparents 
who are caring for their grandchildren 
tomorrow Friday 2nd February at 9.00am in 
the staffroom. Join us for a cuppa and a chat. 
 

UNIFORM REMINDER  
Sun hats – compulsory red floppy.  
A reminder that all students are required to 
wear a school sun hat at break times during 
terms 1 and 4.  

Please ensure your child’s hat is clearly 
named. Please see Community Notices 

for an option to have your child’s name 
embroidered on their hat.   
 

Road Patrol 2018  
It is of utmost importance to us that we ensure our 

children are safe around traffic and crossing what becomes 

a very busy road at 3:00pm each day, that said we need 

your help to make this happen.  

We still require parents to cover this role on a Wednesday 

or Thursday throughout the year. 

Road patrol consists of you monitoring the crossing as the 

trained students control the crossing and ensure that 

students are crossing safely, taking 15 minutes of your 

time – 3:00pm to 3:15pm on one day a week 

for a term. 

Can you please circle the below form 

indicating which term and day would suit 

you to volunteer for road patrol. 

 

Name: _________________________________ 

Term 1 - Wed, Thurs,  (please circle) 

Term 2 - Wed, Thurs  (please circle) 

Term 3 - Wed, Thurs  (please circle) 

Term 4 - Wed, Thurs  (please circle) 

 
GUITAR TUITION 2018 

Guitar Tuition available at Grantlea Downs 
School, on Thursday’s beginning 8th February 
2018. Taking enrolments now. Contact Kathy 
Macdonald on 6844658 or 02102399795  

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?q=guitar&safe=active&rlz=1T4GGLL_enNZ429NZ448&biw=1920&bih=953&noj=1&tbm=isch&tbnid=FC3_R76-c8knHM:&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Khaled_sayed/guitar&docid=V-5TrxDWgLWVIM&imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Guitar_1.jpg&w=870&h=1708&ei=e1imUuDPHMitkAXu2oCQAg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:0,s:0,i:78&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=180&tbnw=91&start=0&ndsp=39&tx=51&ty=136


 

 

 

YEARS 5-8 
Friday 23rd February 

10:00 – 12:00pm 
  

Competitors need to remember their bikes (make sure tyres are pumped up!!!), helmets, togs, towel, running shoes and a 
drink bottle. Senior children will need to ensure they have their uniform at school to change into after their event. 

 

We encourage parents and family members to come along and support their child. Below is a copy of the morning’s 
programme so that you can get some idea of when your child will be racing. 

 
Any questions can be directed to Claire Jeffrey in Room 13. 

Due to the 1pm start we will be having an early lunch at 12pm. 

YEARS 1-4 
Friday 23rd February 

1:00 – 3:00pm 
Once again we are offering the Year 1 and 2 students a chance to experience competing in a school triathlon.  For the cycling leg of 

the race they will be able to use bikes or scooters and must have helmets. 
Bike/Scooter – Year 1 & 2-one lap around the outside of the netball/basketball courts 

Year 3 & 4-one lap of the field 
Swim – one length running of the school pool (helped in and out by senior students) 

Run – one lap of the soccer field 

 
On the day the children will need to remember their bike/scooter, helmet, togs, towel, running shoes and a drink bottle. 

Event  

Year 3/4 Individual Girls 

Boys 

Year 1 Individual Girls 

Boys 

Year 2 Individual Girls 

Boys 

Year 3/4 Teams Mixed 

Any questions can be directed to Sally Guthrie Room 7 

PLEASE DO NOT RING THE OFFICE TO ASK WHEN A SPECIFIC YEAR LEVEL WILL START – RACES WILL BE RUN 

IN THE ORDERS ABOVE UPON COMPLETION OF PREVIOUS RACE  

Please complete and return the slip in our newsletter if you are able to help with either the senior or junior race.  This 

would involve either directing children, counting lengths or helping move bikes. 

Event  

Year 5/6   

Individual 

Girls 

Boys 

Year 7/8  

Individual 

Girls 

Boys 

Year 5/6  Teams Mixed 

Year 7/8 Teams Mixed 

 
 



GROW IT NEWS!  

Thursday March 8 2018 is the day for this years Grow It. 
A detailed newsletter will come home next week. 

The theme for next years ‘GROW  IT!’ is ... 
 
 
 

A REMINDER OF COMPETITIONS  TO  BE  COMPLETED  AT  HOME AND BROUGHT TO SCHOOL ON THE 

DAY OF GROW IT  

 Best bug collection (Dead or Alive) 

 Ugliest Vegetable 

 Potato head – sprouted beans, etc 

 Decorated sunhat     

 Decorated bike                      

 Decorated gumboots 

 Decorated hula hoop                    

 Fancy dress competition “Show Time theme” (a chance to be as creative as you can) 

 Student home garden (already underway) 

 Garden in a pot, shoe or something crazy 

 Biggest pumpkin 

 Sunflower/Potato/Bean/Tomato in a bucket (already underway in official Grantlea Downs buckets) 

 Family sculpture competition “Plastic Fantastic” - create a garden ornament/sculpture/mobile out of plastic 

 Family hanging basket 

 Juggling competition 

 Peg Doll Clown—transform a wooden clothes peg into a circus  clown 

 

 
 
 

HOME & SCHOOL HAPPENINGS… 
 

Welcome to all new & existing parents and students for 2018  
This year the Home & School would love to get some new members on board, so if you are keen to come along and find out more, 
please keep an eye out in the next Newsletter and the schools Facebook page with our first meeting date. 
 
About the Home & School 

We work with the school to maintain and build close links with the community.  Our aim is to organise social events to bring the school 
community together, and plan and implement fundraising projects to support the school and its students, making Grantlea Downs 
the best it can be! 
 
How often do we meet? 

We try to catch up twice per term, normally on a Wednesday at 7pm. This year we would like to encourage the social side of the 
committee and meet for coffee & cake for our regular meetings!  
 
Who can join the H & S? 

Anyone! Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Caregivers – you are all welcome :-) 
 
Things you should know… 

 We need more committee members 
 We don’t expect you to come to every meeting 
 We don’t expect you to help at every event 
 We value all input and fresh ideas 
 We are a fun laid-back bunch 

 

For more information please feel free to call Haylee on 027 221 9444 
 

We need your support to succeed 
 

 



 
LUNCH ORDERS 
At this stage we will only be offering Subway lunch orders on a Friday. Please see information below for prices etc: 
 

SUBWAY 
(Available Friday only) 

(Complete order on printed brown paper bag at Lunch Order Table in office foyer) 

 

6-inch sandwich, apple and cookie $5.00 

Foot Long sandwich, apple and cookie $9.00 

 

Choice of: white or wheat 

beef, turkey or ham 

Up to 4 salad ingredients 

Up to 2 dressings 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Senior Swimming Sports  
Friday 9th March 

 
The Grantlea Downs Senior Swimming Sports will be held on Friday (9th March) at CBay on Te Weka Street. 
 
All children in Rooms 10-15 will be swimming. In previous years we found that some children got quite cold 
waiting for their next race so it might be a good idea if they could bring 2 towels, one to keep them warmer 
between races and a dry one to use at the end of the day.  The swimming sports will begin at 9.30, and we 
expect to be finished by approximately 11:40pm. 
 
Family and friends are welcome to attend and support the students in this event. 
 
In order for this event to run smoothly we require parent helpers to carry out some duties on the day.  If you 
are able to assist, please complete and return the slip below to the office or to Miss Jeffrey in Room 13. 
 
 

Please return to the office or Room 13 
 

I am able to assist with the running of the Grantlea Downs Senior Swimming Sports:     
 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Contact Phone:    _________________________________                                          
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

Grantlea Downs Triathlon- Friday 23rd February 2018 

 

We are looking for parents to help with our school Triathlon 23rd February (Week 4). 

If you are available, please fill in and return the slip to the school office. 

 

I ___________________________________ am able to assist with the Junior/Senior 

(circle one) school triathlon 

 

Phone number: _________________________  Time to ring: ____________________ 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Ninja Agility Classes with FlipOut 
Timaru 
Classes commence on the 5th February 
for 2018.  Come along and learn Flips, 
Tricks, Parkour and much more.  Two 
instructors per class means more time 
spent one on one with Ninjas.  Message 
us via Facebook or ring on 6880827 to 
find out more. 

 

TIMARU SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
(Making music come alive) 
We are offering these classes for 2018 
Violin    Recorder 
Viola    Oboe 
Cello    Flute 
Double Bass   Clarinet 
Guitar (from age 8)  Trumpet 
Ukulele (from age 7)  Cornet  
Recorder Ensemble  Trombone 
Orchestra    
We provide free tuition for primary school 
aged children with experienced teachers 
and skilled musicians. Hire instruments 
are available at $20 per term. A one-off 
enrolment fee of $20 is payable plus the 
cost of tutor books. 
Enrolments; Wednesday February 7, 4-
6.00pm at Waimataitai School Hall, 
Trafalgar St, Timaru   
For inquiries email; 
timaruschoolofmusic@gmail.com or 
phone Rosemary 022 405 2296 or Evelyn 
615 5096 


