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6 December 2023 
Newsletter No 20 
 

Tena koutou katoa 
 

As this will be the last newsletter of the year, I 
would like to say thank you to everyone that has 
helped the school in some capacity this year. The 
old saying “it takes a village to raise a child” is 
certainly true in a primary school like ours as we 
rely on the support of our school community in a 
variety of ways. We wouldn’t be able to offer the 
range of activities we do without your support.  
 

At the end of term, we say goodbye to our Year 8 
students as they head off to secondary school in 
2024. We wish them all the best and hope they 
make the most of the opportunities secondary 
schools can offer. We also say goodbye to our 
School Librarian Mrs Jan Lees who is retiring after 
nearly 24 years at Grantlea Downs. Jan has made 
a wonderful contribution to our school and her 
cheerful and positive demeanour will be missed 
by all of us.  
 

Thank you for the wonderful response we had to 
the community survey. The Board has looked at 
your feedback and pulled out the main themes. 
From the adult question about skills, abilities and 
values you want your child to leave with; the 
main themes were to continue to focus on 
teaching Reading, Writing and Maths and the 
school values of Respect, Responsibility, 
Excellence and Honesty. The other main theme 
was for children to leave our school confident.   
From the children’s perspective, learning the core 
subjects of Reading, Writing and Maths and the 
school values was important to them. 
 

Next Friday your child’s general comment will be 
on their digital school report, published on Hero. 
Please take the time to read the comments with 
your child and discuss the many positive points 
with them.  
 

We hope you all have a fantastic summer break. 
 

Regards 
Richard 

 
NEW STUDENT 
We welcome the following student to Grantlea 
Downs recently: Bianka O’Connor. 
 

TALENT QUEST 
It is with immense gratitude that we extend our 
heartfelt thanks to two of our incredible local 
supporters, CBay and Movie Max.  
 

CBay and Movie Max have generously donated 
thrilling prizes for our upcoming talent show, 
being held tomorrow, Thursday 7 December, at 
2.15pm. CBay has contributed the excitement of 
a swim and slide experience, while Movie Max 
has added a touch of VIP glamour with movie 
tickets that promise an unforgettable cinematic 
experience. 
 

Their contributions not only elevate the stakes 
for our talent show but also demonstrate a 
shared commitment to making our community 
vibrant and engaging. As we eagerly anticipate 
the talent show, we invite you to join us in 
expressing our sincere appreciation to CBay and 
Movie Max for their generosity. 
 
Once again, a huge thank you to CBay and Movie 
Max for their invaluable support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MRS LEES TOOK A LOOK 
Mrs Lees the Librarian, saw a little book.  
She thought it looked lovely, so she took a 
look inside the book. 
Indeed it looked very beautiful, how very 
beautiful it looked. 
I hope Mrs Lees keeps this very peculiar 
book. 
 
By Aurora 

Reminder: School finishes at 

12.30pm on Friday 15th December 

The bus will leave at the earlier 

time of 12.40pm. Morning tea will 

be provided instead of lunch. 



 

Have you returned your library books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Awards and Values Champions 

Class Awards - Week 7 
JJ McCarthy Wederell, Ayune Greenfield, Mikayla Rose 
 
Values Champion – Week 8 
Mia Thompson, Jada Wills, Lucy Clark, Aria Henry Evans 
 
STATIONERY 2024 
Your child’s class stationery list for 2024 will be coming 
home soon. As an option for purchasing your 
stationery online, we have sent our class lists to the 
following stationery providers. You can visit the 
following sites as below: 

Officemax  at www.myschool.co.nz/grantleadowns 
Qizzle  at www.schoolpacks.co.nz  
Warehouse Stationery at  
www.warehousestationery.co.nz 
 

We encourage reusing any unfinished books and 
stationery items left over from this year. 

 
DIGITAL REPORTING 
Reports will be going live from next Friday. These can be 
accessed via the Hero App. 
 
FINISHING THEIR TIME WITH GRANTLEA DOWNS 

A number of families will finish their association with 
the school at the end of the year, with their children 
completing their Year 8 year.  For some families this 
association has spanned many years. 
We acknowledge the following families support and 
thank them for all they have contributed. Barriball, 
Bool-Turner, Butt Bain, Faris, Flavell, Geary, Johns, 
Kerrison, Lister, McGartland, Milligan, Nixon, Pennell, 
Rogers, Smith-Baird, Upston, Whakarau, Winiata, 
Winter. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please check the lost property in the office if you are 
missing any items of uniform, clothing, lunch boxes or 
drink bottles. All unclaimed items will be donated at the 
end of the year. 
 
 
 

2024 CLASSES 

 

SOUTH CANTERBURY ATHLETICS 

Last Tuesday 28 November, we sent a group of students 

to compete in the South Canterbury Primary Schools 

Athletics Competition. 

Once again the students’ effort and behaviour was 

exceptional, as were the results which were fantastic.  

Thank you to all the parents who came and supported 

our children and helped supervise. 

Well done to all students who competed, in particular: 

 

   Liam Cunningham – 2nd U12 100m 

   Dylan Pennell – 3rd 12&over 100m, 1st Senior 200m 

   Morgan Palmer – 3rd 12&over 100m, 2nd 11&over 
 Long Jump, 1st equal 11&over High Jump 

   Riley Wentworth Smith – 2nd Senior 800m 

 
 
 
 

Opihi 
Syndicate 

 
Teachers 

Room 1 Yr 0/1 Mrs Sandra Annett (Syndicate 
Leader)/Miss Raewyn Guise 

Room 2 Yr 0/1 Mrs Rachel Gilchrist 

Room 3 Yr 1/2 Miss Georgina Stocks 

Room 4 Yr 1/2 Mr Hamish Campbell 

Room 6  Yr 1/2 Miss Alice Austin 

Waipopo 
Syndicate 

  

Room 7 Yr 3/4 Miss Stacey Herd 

Room 8 Yr 3/4 Mrs Linda Gordon (Syndicate 
Leader), Mrs Tina Gibson 

Room 9 Yr 3/4 Ms Sharon Allen 

Acacia 
Syndicate 

  

Room 10 Yr 
4/5/6 

Miss Kate Wilson 

Room 11 Yr 5/6 Mr Vaughan Skea/Mrs Kerie 
Elder 

Room 12 Yr 
4/5/6 

Mrs Ange Hide (Syndicate 
Leader), Mrs Rebecca Fennessy 

Kereta 
Syndicate 

  

Room 13 Yr 7/8 Miss Megan Shaw 

Room 14 Yr 7/8 Mr Sam Carlaw (Syndicate 
Leader), Mrs Alyce McKerchar 

Room 15 Yr 7/8 Mrs Kirsty Stone, Mrs Rebecca 
Fennessy 

ALL LIBRARY BOOKS ARE NOW DUE BACK  

(There is still a very large number of books 

outstanding, please return to the library asap) 

http://www.myschool.co.nz/grantleadowns
http://www.schoolpacks.co.nz/
http://www.warehousestationery.co.nz/


From the Grantlea Downs Home & School Committee. 
Thank you for your support and patience during this 
year and we look forward to your continued support 

for our up and coming 2024 fundraising events. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRIDGE MAGNET – 2024 Term Dates 
Coming home with your child today is a fridge magnet 
showing next year’s term dates and the school’s contact 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY DATES 2023: 
6 Dec   Year 8 Dinner 
7 Dec   Talent Show 2.15pm 
8 Dec    Year 8 Boating Day 
14 Dec  Junior Prize Giving 2pm 
14 Dec  Senior Prize Giving 6pm  
15 Dec  School finishes 12.30pm 
 

2024 TERM 1 - Weeks 1 - 6 
24 Jan   School Office open for enquiries  
31 Jan   First Day of Term 1 2024 
5 Feb   Waitangi Day Holiday (Observed) 
7 Feb   School Picnic 
16 Feb  Assembly 2.15pm 
21 Feb  Goal Setting Conferences 1 – 7pm 
22 Feb  Goal Setting Conferences 3.30 – 5.30pm 
29 Feb  Triathlon 
1 Mar   Assembly 2.15pm 
8 Mar   SC Triathlon 
 
TOTS TO TEENS MAGAZINE 
The latest issue is jam-packed with content to help Kiwi 
parents https://issue2312.totstoteens.co.nz/  
 
What’s in this issue for 
parents? 
» How to slow brain drain over 
the holidays? 
» Craft: Cutest ever Santa’s 
beard cards and posters 
» What's on these holidays 
near you 
» Holiday recipes by foodie Michael Van Elzen   
» Why are our literacy levels waning? 
» Use declarative language to build a stronger 
connection 
» Free printables for families 
» Puzzle fun for kids 
+ EPIC GIVEAWAYS including a holiday activities package 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Board of Trustees, 

and Staff of Grantlea Downs 

School we wish you a happy 

and safe Christmas holiday 

Grantlea Downs Volunteers and Helpers 

- Thank You 

We want to say a huge thank you to all the wonderful 

parents, families, caregivers and supporters of our school 

who have helped us throughout the year. 

If you have helped coach or manage a team, or were a 

parent helper on day trips, been on the Home & School, 

the Board of Trustees, helped out with Sports Days, 

School Events or anyone who has volunteered to make 

our school the great place that it is, THANK YOU! 

 

TERM DATES 2024 
Term 1    Wed 31 Jan – Fri 12 April 
Term 2    Mon 29 April – Fri 5 July 
Term 3    Mon 22 July – Fri 27 Sept 
Term 4    Mon 14 Oct – Tues 17 Dec 
 

https://issue2312.totstoteens.co.nz/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__click.mlsend2.com_link_c_YT0yMzYyNjQwNjk1OTgzODcyODgxJmM9ZjBpMyZlPTAmYj0xMjUxMjM3OTU1JmQ9dDRsOXE1dw-3D-3D.V-2DrYTi9OoxGENmChGs8yWMWNdLQ05wGcTPpotrizFMQ&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=dtIS5Ss8nat_1w1QPHutgRMcJxUji27ogLepFR4f3iE&m=LCYS0x9dnq7Nr7T6Q1BSp-xeGVHAr8Potj5IDLf1Mmh0cJb9OxjTNFg1z539pvOv&s=MhrTj9TufMWsVx_5xE4Nz6Wh00ZnBgJeJd3XLbheqvE&e=


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLOUR FUN RUN 
2023 

It was a great, fun afternoon  
last Friday at the Colour Fun Run. 

Thank you to everyone who  
participated and contributed to 

our fundraiser. We raised  
approximately $5000.00  

which will be going towards a  
sensory swing and sensory  

equipment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AKOTECH 
CodeCamps Summer School Holidays - FREE 
PRIZE & EARLY DISCOUNTS 

Our holiday camp allows children from the ages of 7-12 to 
develop 21st century skills in a fun and action packed 
environment. Create and train your own AI Avatars, make 
games, code drones & go to work for a simulated Tech 
Gaming Studio to build games for a big pretend client.   

Develop confidence & initiative through design, creativity, 
solving problems, presenting & collaboration. Create your 
own games, worlds and apps to make our world a better place. 
We also have Literati Lab just for girls 

Enter our competition to win a FREE 4 day pass to one of our 
CodeCamps 

Venues: Canterbury Uni & St Andrews College 

Dates: 8th - 11th & 15th - 18th January  
Book Now at www.akotech.nz 

Competition: www.codecamp.co.nz/competition 

EarlyBird Save Up to 21% Until 14th December 

Siblings Save 6% 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__codecamp.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hP54FchdsLyV-VIC9pSlZ8337JCQjN1sdQmZ3Ne3B20&m=_kw9cwUQiqjx5nAzWPm-690tF9DxEWvbNbE_dYhHbVGMOvUmUh-YgDz5Vq8ZNPS8&s=SkvARCt19OsESKF_W-_56X1_Mt3MEwbyOKqPGFZs5eU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.akotech.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hP54FchdsLyV-VIC9pSlZ8337JCQjN1sdQmZ3Ne3B20&m=_kw9cwUQiqjx5nAzWPm-690tF9DxEWvbNbE_dYhHbVGMOvUmUh-YgDz5Vq8ZNPS8&s=rBZg2vXVdNQrlP-vUUPPB90twqeSkrdcFbMjeULFx8E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.codecamp.co.nz_competition&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hP54FchdsLyV-VIC9pSlZ8337JCQjN1sdQmZ3Ne3B20&m=_kw9cwUQiqjx5nAzWPm-690tF9DxEWvbNbE_dYhHbVGMOvUmUh-YgDz5Vq8ZNPS8&s=FoVNRn0zhgfj3RzQiT3GhohzdLvyqDqztBzyx8CAO0Y&e=
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